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THE STATES - ITEM 


DA Repeats Belief 
JFK Killed in Plot 


By ALLAN KATZ 

DA Jim Garrison tod^y rei- 
terated his belie! that the late 
President John F, Kennedy 
was assassinated “by Intelli- 
gence ' elements, of the U S, 
government because Kennedy 
would not agree to send com- 
bat troops to Southeast Asia/' 

Garrison made a rare pub- 
lic appearance since a spinal 
infection forced Mm to under- 
go lengthy medical treatment 
shortly after he was re-elected 
in a first-primary victory over 
three opponents in November, 
im. 

The DA, obviously in good 
spirits but considerably 
heavier than he has been in 
the past, said he had never 
heard of a spinal infection un- 
til he was stricken by one. 


GARRISON, WHOSE inves- 
tigation led to the arrest of 
New Orleans businessman 
Clay Shaw for allegedly con- 
spiring to kill President Ken- 
nedy, said he does not believe 
the alleged plot to kill Kenne- 

I dy “can be covered up much 
longer,” Shaw was acquitted 
of the charges against him 
last year by a jury which de- 
liberated less than an hour 
following a three-month trial. 
The DA maintained that 
Kennedy was killed over the 
central issue of inserting U.S, 
troops in Vietnam. 

“It wasn't until after Kenne- 
dy was killed that haif-a-mil- 
lion American troops went to 
Vietnam,” Garrison said. 
“There is not £he slightest 
possibility of the U.S. with- 
drawing from Southeast Asia. 
It doesn't matter what (Presi- 
~ dent) Nixon, (Secretary of 
State) Laird or anyone else 
says,”. 

GARRISON SAID HE has 


been pleased by brisk sales of 
his recently-published book, 
“Heritage of Stone,” which 
teds of his views on the Ken- 
nedy assassination. The book 
Is in its second printing, hav- 
ing sold out in the first two 
weeks it was available. 

The DA said he has not 
read a book by James Kirk- 
wood, “America Grotesque,” 
wMch is highly critical of 
Garrison and his handling of 
the Shaw investigation* 

Garrison said he recalled 
talking to Kirkwood and re- 
called the writer as an 1 ‘intel- 
ligent” person. 

Garrison said he believes 
the - American people are due 
much credit ^because they 
have not accepted” the theory 
that the late Lee Harvey Os- ; 
wald was a simple assassin in j 
an uncomplicated plot to kill | 
Kennedy. -I 

THE DA SAID THAT his ' 
book, “Heritage of Stone,” 
was written in a moderate, 
impersonal tone because he 
did not want to enter into a 
debate over personalities. He 
said his book does not include 
the pronoun “I” and also does 
not mention Clay Shaw by 
name. 

Garrison said that a two- 
year investigation of Ms in- 
come tax: returns by the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service is still 
continuing. The DA added he 
feels their task has been com- 
plicated by the fact that Gar- 
rison's fiscal affairs are so 
uncomplicated that he has, 
been able t* file his returns y 
on a short form. i 

The DA, asked about Ms 
health, said he feels “fine” 
and has been able to return to 
the office but i$ still some- 
what limited in what his doc- 1 
tors will allow him to do. 


